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APPENDIX III

A L*NK WITH SHAKESPEARE

John Davenant, vintner, host of William Shakespeare
(see p. 26), occupied No. 3 Cornmarket Street between the
years 1592 and 1614. This house, now the property of the
city, is leased by Messrs. Hookham, tailors. A member of
this firm, Mr. R. \V. Attwood, recently discovered, by
stripping off layers of canvas and wall-papers, that the walls
of one of the rooms were covered with beautiful black and
white decorations and panelling of the sixteenth century.
This room may well have been the Guest Chamber in which
Shakespeare slept, and the old fourteenth-century winding
staircase leading to it, the steps he trod on his way to the
land of dreams. The background of the decora'tions is
stained with the rich ochre of Headington; the interlacing
pattern of the design is filled with roses, Canterbury bells,
and other flowers. On panels above it are inscribed rhyming
texts, a common feature of the period. One can decipher,
"... And last of thi rest) be thou gods servant (for that
hold i best. In the morning early (serve god devoutlye.f
Feare god above allthynge | and [honour?] the Kynge."
Over the old brick fire-place are the letters I.H.S., an
earlier monogram (? 1450). (Admittance is. for non-resident
visitors.)
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